World Geography
Class Description and Expectations
Mr. Conacher: 
ian_conacher@chino.k12.ca.us 

909.591.3902 x4505

Classroom Goals

1. Content – Interaction between people and their environment
a. Location: Where things are located on maps and in relation to each other.
b. Place: How people and their physical environment influence each other.
c. Interaction: How humans adapt and modify their environments.
d. Movement: Understand the causes and effects of population migrations
e. Regions: Understanding characteristics that describe geographic areas 
2. Historical thinking skills – Historical perspective helps in other areas
a. Historical perspective – see the bigger picture and how events are related

b. Primary source evidence – look at clues, not everything is facts

c. Continuity and Change – what makes ideas grow or decline

d. Cause and consequence – why do or don’t things change?

e. Historical perspective – the past is a foreign country – difficult to understand

f. Moral dimension - look at the past as its own situation, then apply to today

3. Literacy – Readiness for college or career
a. Develop independence and confidence in reading complex informational texts
i. Interpret what they hear or read and identifying precise details and ideas
ii. Evaluate points-of-view, bias, and validity of sources
iii. Process information from text, maps, and diagrams
b. Communicate effectively (through writing and speech) what they know, feel, think, or imagine
i. Develop an argument with valid reasoning and evidence
ii. Explain complex ideas clearly, accurately, and in an organized fashion
iii. Describe experiences and events with well-chosen details and structure
iv. Research to build and present knowledge
4. Enable students to move forward more capable than when they entered the class.
Philosophy
I believe that school is a place where everyone (students, teachers, &  parents) can be actively and positively involved, learn new and important things (in and out of the textbooks), increase your self- and social-awareness, and have fun. I see high school as an important community by itself, and an important part of the community around it. Don Lugo is a great campus with a lot to offer all of its students and produces incredible alumni that go on to do great things with their lives. Students, teachers, and parents benefit from this history and culture by taking pride and ownership of their own time here. Teamwork and individual responsibilities must be met for everyone to benefit.
The Conquistador Way
“Unclear Expectations are Only Pre-Meditated Resentments” 
	Routines 
	Classroom-wide Expectations 

	
	Be Respectful 
	Be Responsible 
	Be Involved 

	Direct Instruction 
	· Stay on task 

· Follow directions 

· Raise hand for questions 
	· Listen carefully 

· Take notes  

· Check your understanding 
	· Participate with questions and responses 

· Help your neighbors 

	Group Work 
	· Respect the input of others 

· Only use devices with teacher approval 


	· Work to accomplish the goal 

· Work as a team 
	· Do your part 

· Help others with theirs 

· Complete all group work  

	Individual work 
	· Leave outside outside 

work or drama 
· Allow others to do their best 
	· Use time to complete work 

· Ask for help 

 guess or quit 
	· Do your best 

	Remote Learning
	· Be dressed as if for school when participating in video meetings and discussions

· Turn off microphones when in group sessions except when speaking
	· Complete and submit assignments as directed

· Contact Mr. Conacher for help using email or classroom links if you need help
	· Check website links weekly for updates and posted content and assignments

	Teacher 
	· Be clear in teaching and directions 

· Be supportive of students’ learning 

· Be consistent and positive in the classroom 

 
	· Check students’ understanding before grading 

· Let students know what they need to improve  

· Allow students to improve from mistakes 

 
	· Help students develop skills 

· Be aware of students’ needs 

· Work with all students to succeed give up 

	Parent/ Guardian
	· Support your student: encourage him/her to learn, get involved, work hard, and excel.


	· Be sure that your student has the time, place, and opportunity to study and do schoolwork everyday.
· Make sure the student is not doing things to jeopardize his/her learning and performance in school.
	· Check on students’ performance: know how they are doing and what they have done or have to do.




 
Discipline

The codes and policies of Don Lugo, the Chino Valley USD, and the State of California will be followed to deal with issues that affect learning and appropriate atmosphere in a high school classroom. These issues include attendance, behavior, and dress code.

Personal electronics
 I do allow students to use personal electronics to find information. I do not allow them to be used for texting, phone calls, games, music, or other entertainment in my classroom. Inappropriate use of such devices will result to immediate confiscation and submission to the office.
Grading Standards
All student work is assigned as practice in developing the skills listed in the standards above: history content, thinking skills, literacy, etc. Students are graded on how well they demonstrate mastery of each standard. Projects, tests, structured discussions, and written assignments will be graded on a rubric to measure how well the student demonstrates his/her understanding of the material and skills involved. If students do not show adequate understanding or skill, they will be able to practice and reassess until their scores are acceptable: 

A:100-90%: Skill and understanding are clearly above required grade level standards

B:89-80%: Skill and understanding at grade level are mastered

C:79-70%: Skill and understanding are approaching grade level

D:69-60%: Skills and understanding are below grade level, but have shown growth



F: 59-0%. Skills and understanding are below grade level and are not improving
Current assessment grades for students should be posted on AERIES on a regular basis.
(Students must repeat required courses if they fail, and A-G courses require a final grade of C or higher to be counted for college admission).
Feel free to contact me with feedback or additional comments!
